ROCK CREEK CEMETERY - RULES AND REGULATIONS

INTRODUCTION 
Rock Creek Cemetery is owned and operated by St. Paul's Episcopal Church, Rock Creek Parish an active parish of the Episcopal Church, in the Diocese of Washington. The parish is committed to outreach programs in the local community as well as to maintaining the cemetery as a sanctuary of perpetual beauty, history and grace for the burial and memorialization of those who have died and for the comfort and inspiration of the living. 

Regular services and educational programs take place in the parish church on Sunday mornings. Special services with musical offerings are scheduled from time to time. The Clergy of Rock Creek Parish are available for counseling and for assistance with funerals, memorial services or grave side prayers. 

As part of the ministry of the Parish, the Women of Rock Creek Parish offer flowering plants for sale at Memorial Day each year. The flowers are placed at grave sites by Cemetery staff and proceeds from the sale are used for outreach programs. 

The Cemetery is located on the "Glebe", in Rock Creek Hundreds which was given to St. Paul's in 1719 by a Maryland planter, Colonel John Bradford. (A glebe is a piece of land given to the church to provide income or other support for the parish.) Col. Bradford's glebe, which was called "Generosity," was farmed for many years and the trees were cut and sold for fire wood. Although the construction of New Hampshire Avenue in the early part of the 20th century resulted in the loss of about 14 of the original 100 acres, over 85 acres remain for the use of the Parish and the Cemetery. 

St. Paul's Church was built in the center of the Glebe in 1719. It has been rebuilt on the same site three different times and services continue to be held there every week. From earliest times parishioners were buried in the Church Yard. It was sometime about 1830 that the Vestry decided to sell burial sites and the Glebe became a public cemetery. Today it is not only the oldest cemetery in the District of Columbia but is one of the few places in the District with burial sites to sell. 

The grounds are a place of natural beauty shaded by a great variety of trees, some of which are survivors of the old forest. In order to carry out the commitment of the Parish to maintain the grounds in perpetuity the Vestry has established funds for perpetual care of the grounds and landscaping and for the protection and preservation of the memorials and mausoleums. 

The Vestry of Rock Creek Parish has adopted the following rules and regulations to assure not only the maintenance of the cemetery grounds but also to provide for efficient interment, memorialization and landscaping services. These rules will protect those already buried on the grounds, guide those who are currently seeking a place to bury a family member or friend and provide for appropriate development of additional burial sites. Administration of the rules is the responsibility of the Cemetery staff under the direction of the Board of Managers, a committee of the Vestry charged with the oversight of the operations of the Cemetery and the maintenance of the parish's buildings and grounds. 

DEFINITIONS 
To assist in the understanding of these rules, the following definitions are provided: 

VESTRY - the governing body of St. Paul's Episcopal Church, Rock Creek Parish, Diocese of Washington and, as the legal entity, is the owner and governing body of Rock Creek Cemetery. BOARD OF MANAGERS (OR BOARD) - a standing committee of the Vestry charged with the responsibility to establish and maintain Cemetery policy and to provide, on behalf of the Vestry, direction and guidance to Cemetery management for day to day operations. 
MANAGEMENT - the employees and officials designated by the Vestry to act on its behalf in the operations of the Cemetery.
CEMETERY - that portion of the ' Glebe' (parish land) designated by the Vestry for interments and memorials.
SITE - a location within the Cemetery set aside for one or more interments and identified by number within a lot.
LOT -two or more burial sites within a Section. Each lot is identified by a number.
SECTION - part of the Cemetery with a discrete numeric or alphabetical designation, usually bounded by roads or pathways and comprised of numerous lots.
CRYPT - a site for above ground or in bank interment, generally in a mausoleum or sarcophagus NICHE -a site for the interment of cremated remains, generally in a columbarium. COLUMBARIUM -a structure for a group of niches.
INUREMENT -The placement of cremated remains, generally enclosed within an urn, in a columbarium niche.
ENTOMBMENT -The placement of human remains in a crypt.
INTERMENT - the burial, inurement or entombment of human remains, including cremated remains.
BURIAL RIGHT - the right to inter the remains of a deceased person in a specific site. A burial right does not include the ownership of the land.

OWNER - anyone who, according to the Cemetery's records, owns, through purchase, gift or inheritance, the burial rights to one or more sites.
LINEAL Descendant - a descendant, by blood or adoption but not by marriage, of the original owner of a burial right.
MARKER - a stone or metal structure used to identify a particular site and the interment(s) therein, generally horizontal to the ground or slightly raised.
MONUMENT - a stone or metal structure placed on one or more grave sites to identify the interment(s) therein, generally vertical to the ground,
MAUSOLEUM - a structure, all or partially above ground, containing crypts for the entombment of human remains; generally designed and large enough to be walked into.
SARCOPHAGUS - a structure, all or partially above ground, with crypts for the entombment of human remains; generally, not designed or large enough to be walked into.

GRAVE LlNER- a concrete or metal box or vault, which may be sealed and/or water-resistant, placed in the grave to hold the casket or um and to provide stability to the grave 
ARTICLE I - Burial Lots and Sites 

Section 1. Burial rights (one or more) may be purchased by persons of any race or creed. Burial rights are sold in perpetuity, however, at no time does the Vestry release its control over or ownership of the land. An Owner of record is one who acquires, through purchase, gift or bequest, the burial rights to one or more burial sites and whose ownership is evidenced by a certificate issued by the Vestry in the owner's name (see also Article I, Section 6), Use of burial sites and lots for interment, memorialization or landscaping is subject to the rules and regulations of the Cemetery. 

Section 2. Owners are authorized and expected to provide specific, written directions to Management for the use of burial rights (Le. who may be buried in sites), subject to these rules and regulations. If written directions are not on file prior to the Owner's death, Management will recognize, in the order of their deaths, the right of interment of the owner, the owner's surviving spouse and the owner's direct lineal descendants, until the lot shall be fully occupied, provided however, that Management, in its sole and absolute discretion may accept and abide by further instructions contained in the record owner's will. 

In addition, Management may, in its sole and absolute discretion, permit the use of burial rights for the interment of (a) other next of kin in cases where there are no known direct lineal descendants and (b) spouses of direct lineal descendants interred in the same site where the descendant spouse has already been interred or will be interred upon death. If the Owner of record is deceased and no written directions were left, Management may, in its sole and absolute discretion, accept authorizations for interment signed by all known lineal descendants of the age of majority. 

Section 3. At the time of purchase, persons owning burial rights in partnership must file written directions with Management designating which part each owner shall use, together with the names or classes of persons entitled to burial in the sites. 

Section 4. Certain lots have been chosen as the most appropriate for the erection of mausoleums or as estate lots, and burial rights in these lots are sold with special provisions for interment or memorialization as may be designated in the contract for sale. Where rights are sold for the erection of a mausoleum, no burial will be permitted in the ground without specific approval of Management, and no other structure will be allowed on the site. 

Section 5. The use and care of sites sold shall be under the control of Management as regulated by these rules and regulations as amended from time to time. 

Section 6. Ownership may be acquired by purchase from the Vestry or by written bona fide gift or specific bequest from a prior owner; but ownership may not be acquired under the laws of intestacy or by testamentary gift in a residuary clause. Ownership may also be acquired by purchase from a prior owner, but only if the prior owner first offers the burial rights to the Vestry for repurchase at a rate specified in the original sales contract or at the original sales price less 20% for administrative costs, whichever is higher, with no return of any amounts paid into the Perpetual Care Fund. 
All transfers of ownership shall require the consent of the Vestry, which shall not reasonably be withheld; provided, however, that no site may be acquired by purchase from a prior owner if an interment has been made in the site or if a structure has been erected on the site, except in the sole discretion of the Vestry. 

ARTICLE II - Interments 
Section 1. The owner of record shall authorize in writing the use of burial rights, except as otherwise provided in Article I above.
Section 2. No interment shall be permitted in any burial site until all charges against the same shall be paid.

Section 3. No interment shall be made without a written authorization from the person making interment arrangements with the following certifications:

a.  That the decease is the owner of record of the lot or is otherwise authorized to be interred in the site according to the provisions of Article I above.

b. The person making arrangements has the legal right to authorize the interment of the deceased.

Management, on behalf of the Vestry, has the sole right to withhold consent to an interment if it is deemed that either item a. or b. above has not been fulfilled. Management shall not be responsible for failure to follow any oral instructions relating to interments.

Section 4. Interments in mausoleums will not be permitted without the written order of the owner of record or of all the surviving lineal descendants.
Section 5. All interments must be made in outer receptacles, constructed of concrete, its equal or better, and approved by Management. 
Section 6. Entombment of human remains in mausoleums may be made only in a sealed casket in a sealed crypt. Cremated remains may not be placed in a mausoleum without authorization by Management. 

Section 7. All interments or dis-interments shall be under the control of Management. Funerals on reaching the Cemetery shall be under the direction and control of Management. 

Section 8. In all interments a statement of the name, residence, age, cause of death, and such information as may be desired as to the person to be interred must be given to Management.

Section 9. Prior notice of at least twenty-four hours shall be required by Management for all interments. 

Section 10. When an interment is made in a mausoleum, the casket must be placed in the crypt, and the crypt must be sealed within twenty-four hours after the interment. The cleanup of any leakage from caskets will be the responsibility of the owners or surviving heirs of owners of mausoleums. 

Section 11. Requests for dis-interment must be made by written order and will be completed at the convenience of Management. Dis-interments must be authorized by the surviving spouse or lineal descendant and be in full compliance with all applicable District of Columbia law. Indemnification shall be required by Management through a written authorization. 

Section 12. Management will be responsible only for correcting any errors that may be made by it, either in making interments, dis-interments or removals, or in inscriptions, transfer and substitutions. In the event such errors involve the interment of the remains of any person Management shall be liable only for the removal and transfer of the remains to other property in the Cemetery of equal value and equivalent location, in lieu thereof, in full discharge of any and all responsibility for such error. 

Section 13. The number of interments authorized in any site will be determined and published by Management according to the policy established by the Vestry for each section. 

ARTICLE III -Structures 

Section 1. The design and construction of all mausoleums, monuments or markers are the responsibility of the owner; however, the Vestry reserves the right to require conformance to a Master Plan of style and landscaping for the Cemetery as a whole or for each individual section and all structures and plantings must conform to the guidelines established. Master Plan documents will be provided to each owner of burial rights at time of purchase and to purchasers of mausoleums, monuments or markers. Copies are also available on request at the Cemetery office. 

Section 2. Suitable memorial work may be placed upon all lots and sites but it must be in accordance with the regulations and specifications and conform to the Master Plan and may not be installed without the written approval of the Cemetery Management. 

Section 3. Mausoleums, monuments or markers may be purchased through the Cemetery or from an independent dealer, however they must conform to the Master Plan for the Section and the design and construction plans must be approved by Management prior to placing the order. 

Section 4. All memorial work must be of natural stone of approved quality, standard bronze or more equally strong non-corrosive and durable material approved by Management. For the purpose of identifying the quarry from which granite or other stone was taken, an inconspicuous uncolored, sandblasted copyrighted Hallmark, having a total area of approximately three-square inches, may be approved. In addition, artists may sign their work in a similar manner and size. 

Section 5. As each lot in the Cemetery is identified suitably by Management requests for the use of enclosures, borders and ledgers must be individually submitted and approval will be based on the suitability of the style and material for the Section. The Vestry reserves the right to consider such requests on their merit and the approval of one does not imply automatic approval for other requests in the Section. 

Section 6. No more than one upright monument of a style and design as allowed by the Master Plan may be erected upon a site, however the owner of two or more sites in one lot may place a single monument on multiple sites. In no case may the monument exceed 60% of the width of the site(s) owned. 

Section 7. Markers will be permitted on any site. They must be set flush with the ground and will be set by Management. They shall not exceed two-thirds of the width and or length of such site and shall not extend beyond the boundaries of the site. 

Section 8. Management shall build and make reasonable charges for all foundations under the following terms: 

a. Foundations may be required for markers according to the size of the marker and the existing soils conditions. 

b. Foundations for monuments shall not be less than two feet in depth. 

c. Foundations for Mausoleums shall not be less than four feet in depth and shall be made at least as large as the bottom or first masonry course above ground, and Management reserves the right to require deeper or larger foundation for any mausoleum when in their judgment the structure or condition of the ground requires it. 

d. No foundation will begin until the lot owners’ order and guaranty shall have been filed and the complete plans and specifications have been approved 

Section 9. No stone or other structure may be erected on any lot for or against which any charges remain unpaid. 
Section 10. Construction work on monuments or mausoleums by outside contractors will be permitted in the Cemetery under the following terms: 

a. All foundations or masonry work must be plumb and level. Building up or under-pining with chips, spall, cement, or other material will not be allowed. 
a. All monuments or stone bases must be placed in a level and plumb position. 
b. No material of any kind will be received at the Cemetery on Sundays or legal holidays. 
Saturday deliveries will be received only with advance permission from Management. 
c. The attaching of ropes or wires to trees, shrubs or other objects within the Cemetery is prohibited unless permission from the Cemetery Management is obtained in advance. 

d. Work on stones and other structures will not be allowed on Saturdays without advance permission or on Sundays, legal holidays or when the ground is unsuitable. 

e. Contractors and workmen are required to keep all material and waste in the area designated by the Cemetery Management and to remove them as soon as the work is completed. 

f. Obstruction of any avenue, roadway or walk is prohibited without permission from Cemetery Management obtained in advance and when authorized shall be as slight as possible. 
g. Planks shall be laid on roadways, walks and grass when heavy material is to be moved over them. 
h. There shall be no unnecessary delay in finishing after the work has been commenced. 
i. Contractors and other persons having construction work in the Cemetery shall provide to Management a certificate of insurance for all liabilities prior to the commencement of work. All contractors and workmen shall report to Management before work is commenced. 
j. All workmen in any capacity within the confines of the Cemetery shall be subject to the rules and regulations and direction of Management; and workmen who do not conform to the regulations herein may be no longer be permitted to work in the Cemetery. 
k. All work in the immediate vicinity of an interment will be suspended until the conclusion of any funeral or religious service. 
l. After completion of the erection of any structure the grade and plant material of the lot must be restored, any surplus material or rubbish must be removed and any damage done must be repaired by and at the expense of the owner of the lot. 
m. The name of the maker or constructor shall not be placed upon any structure erected within the Cemetery, except a small Hallmark or signature. 
n. The right is reserved to stop all construction when the work is not proceeding in accordance with the plans and specifications as approved by Management or with the requirements, or rules and regulations of the Vestry. 

Section 11. If any mausoleum, monument, stone, effigy, enclosure or any other structure is installed without prior approval by the Vestry, or any inscription be placed in or upon any lot which shall be determined by the Vestry to be offensive, improper or undesirable, the Vestry shall have the right to enter upon such lot and remove the offensive improper or undesirable object and the cost of all labor and material required for such removal may be charged to the owner of the lot. 

Section 12. If any stone or other structure shall become unsightly or detrimental to any adjacent lot, avenue, roadway or walk, Management may put such stone or other structure in proper order and repair or remove such stone or other structure if beyond repair and the cost of all labor and material used in such work may be charged to the owner of the lot, unless covered by express contract. If the owner of the lot is deceased the charges will remain as a lien against the burial rights and must be paid in full before any future use of remaining burial rights. 

ARTICLE IV - Grading and Planting 

Section 1. All varieties, species and maintenance techniques for existing and new plantings will conform to the Cemetery Master Planting Plan as approved by the Vestry. Information concerning species, type and size, maintenance regimes and planting locations are specified by sections in the Master Planting Plan. The Cemetery may plant material in any part of the Cemetery as part of the Master Planting Plan without prior approval by individual owners. Copies of the Master Planting Plan will be available on request. 

Section 2. The Cemetery will remove all unsightly, damaged, diseased or plants not conforming to the Cemetery Master Planting Plan. The Cemetery must approve all removal of plants by lot owners and will determine disposal or relocation of removed plant material to other Cemetery areas. Owners may contract with the Cemetery for removal of unwanted plant material. 

Section 3. Plans for new plantings must be approved by the Cemetery prior to installation. The Cemetery will not be responsible for any mower or machinery damage to planting not approved prior to installation. Owners may contract with the Cemetery for design and/or installation of plant material. 

Section 4. If approved plant material is damaged during normal Cemetery operational or maintenance procedures the Cemetery will be responsible for restoration or, if required, replacement. Plant material damaged by individual owner’s maintenance regime will not be the responsibility of the Cemetery. 

Section 5. The Cemetery will maintain all approved plantings in accordance with the Master Planting Plan. Owners may also provide their own maintenance in accordance with the Master Planting Plan. 

Section 6. Potted plants, live bouquets or wreaths of freshly cut or dried plant material will be permitted at any time. Flowers or wreaths delivered to the Cemetery by a commercial florist will be placed on the grave site for a small placement fee or planted on the site for an additional amount. Flowers or wreaths delivered to the Cemetery by a commercial florist for a funeral will be taken to the grave site without fee. Blooming plants or bulbs not planted or floral arrangements will be removed from the site by the Cemetery staff when they have passed their prime. Glass containers or any breakable containers or easels are permitted on the grass only at the time of interment. 

Section 7. Artificial flowers are permitted between Thanksgiving and President's Day and may be removed by the Cemetery without prior notice at all other times. The use of natural plant material for wreaths and arrangements is encouraged during the winter season. 

Section 8. The grade of all areas of the Cemetery shall be determined by the Cemetery management. The mounding of graves will not be permitted. 

ARTICLE V - Perpetual Care 

Section 1. A mandatory contribution to the Permanent Perpetual Care Fund, in an amount as established by the Vestry, shall be paid at the time of purchase of each site. Perpetual care is limited to the following: 

a. The care of the plant material such as mowing, trimming and pruning of trees and shrubs. 

b. The care of the land such as correcting soil erosion, filling of sunken graves and keeping the Cemetery roads and pathways in good repair or replacement of such paths and roads or the removal of same at the discretion of Management. 

Section 2. A mandatory contribution to the Marker Care Fund in an amount as established by the Vestry shall be paid at the time of purchase or installation of a memorial, marker, sarcophagus or mausoleum. Perpetual care is limited to the following: 

a. Maintaining the monuments in vertical orientation, keeping markers at an appropriate level above the ground and keeping them clean as time and staff allow. 

b. Keeping mausoleums clean and regularly inspected for water damage or deterioration and notifying the owners of such damage. 

The restoration of stones or mausoleums is the responsibility of the owners unless a special trust is established to contract for additional care. Should a lot owner or family desire to establish an additional Maintenance Trust the money will be placed in the Cemetery perpetual care fund and the work contracted by the person establishing the Trust will be completed from the income thereon. The Vestry will not accept trusts required to be invested and accounted for as a separate investment. 
ARTICLE VI - Limitations of Liability

The Vestry may take reasonable precaution to protect the property within the Cemetery from loss or damage; but it distinctly disclaims all responsibility and shall be relieved from any liability hereunder for loss or damage from causes beyond its control and especially, from damage caused by the elements, an act of God, common enemy, thieves, vandals, strike, malicious mischief makers, explosions, unavoidable accidents, invasion, insurrections, riots, or order of any military or civil authority, whether the damage be direct or collateral; and the Vestry shall not be responsible for the acts or omissions of any contractor, sub-contractor, owner of burial rights or any employees or agents of any of them in connections with or arising out of any of these respective activates within the Cemetery; and any action of the vestry or its employees or agents pursuant to enforcement of any of these Rules and Regulations may be taken without responsibility of any degree except for willful negligence in the performance of a contractual duty. 

ARTICLE VII - Admittance to the Cemetery

Section 1. The Cemetery Main gate is open every day from 7:00 am to dusk. All visitors are welcome to tour the Cemetery either on foot or by automobile, however, bicycles, motorcycles, motor scooters and skate boards are prohibited. 
Section 2. Children under eighteen years of age must be accompanied by a responsible adult. 

Section 3. School and other groups shall be permitted to tour the Cemetery with consent of Management. 

Section 4. No firearms shall be permitted within the Cemetery except for the use of military honor guards or civil authorities.

Section 5. Management reserves the right to request proper identification of visitors and to refuse access to and the use of the grounds to any persons whose purpose for being on the grounds is not consistent with these rules and regulations. 

Section 6. All deliveries by commercial vehicles must be made through the Allison Street gate from 7:00 am to 4:00 pm weekdays.
ARTICLE VIII - Good Order Within the Cemetery

Section 1. The Cemetery is a place of beauty, grace and Christian sanctuary and all visitors are expected to respect the surroundings and to avoid excess noise at all times. Any person found disturbing the quiet and good order of the Cemetery may be asked to leave the grounds. 

Section 2. Vandalism such as writing upon, defacing or damaging any structure within the Cemetery is a violation of the rules and violators of this section will be subject to all criminal and civil penalties. 

Section 3. The flowers, trees and shrubs in the Cemetery are the property of the Cemetery and it is illegal to cut flowers or damage the trees and shrubs. Violators of this section will be subject to all criminal and civil penalties. 

Section 4. The placing of any toy, box, globe, pot, shell, can, bottle, watering utensil, or bric-a-brac of any description on any lot or grave may be prohibited. Articles found upon any lot or grave may be removed and the Vestry shall not be responsible for their safekeeping. This regulation shall not apply to cemetery vases or other receptacles for flowers approved by Management. 

Section 5. All litter or refuse must be deposited in receptacles provided throughout the Cemetery for that purpose.
Section 6. Soliciting of work within the Cemetery or the placing of any business card or circular upon any lot or grave is prohibited. 

Section 7. Floral or other decorations may be removed by Management as soon as they become wilted or unsightly. The use of artificial flowers of any kind is prohibited between the President's Day holiday in February and Thanksgiving in November. 

Section 8. Visitors are required to use the public gates to enter or leave the Cemetery.

Section 9. Any unauthorized person found on the grounds when the public gates are closed will be considered a trespasser subject to all civil and criminal penalties. 
ARTICLE IX -Vehicles Within the Cemetery 

Section 1. Vehicles shall not exceed a speed of 15 miles per hour while in the Cemetery. 

Section 2. Vehicles shall be driven only on the paved roadways within the Cemetery. 

Section 3. Vehicles, when unattended, shall not be left running and must be locked when parked. 

Section 4. Vehicles in funeral processions must proceed to the site as directed by Cemetery staff. 

Section 5. Owners and operators of vehicles, driven or standing within the Cemetery, shall be held responsible for any damage caused by such vehicles.

Section 6. Visitors are expected to refrain from blowing their vehicle horns or making any unnecessary noise while in the Cemetery. 
Section 7. Motorcycles, motor scooters, bicycles and skate boards or roller skates are not allowed in the Cemetery.
Section 8. All vehicles must be operated in manner than insures the safety of people, buildings, monuments, other structures and plantings within the Cemetery. 
ARTICLE X - Officers and Employees
Section 1. The right and authority to interpret and construe these rules and regulations is reserved to and vested in the Vestry of Rock Creek Parish or their representative. 
Section 2. Management is authorized to represent the Vestry in the enforcement of these rules and regulations.
Section 3. The General Manager shall be in overall charge, under the oversight of the Vestry, of the business administration and operation of the Cemetery. 

Section 4. Payment for the purchase of lots, single sites, memorials or any charges due the Vestry may be accepted only by Management in the office. No money shall be paid to any workman on the grounds. 

Section 5. Rock Creek Cemetery is a perpetual care Cemetery and no Cemetery employee may be paid a gratuity or fee for performing maintenance work. 
ARTICLE XI - Etiquette
Section 1. Visitors are expected to observe all of the generally accepted proprieties due the Cemetery whether they are specifically included within these regulations or not and may be requested to leave the grounds if such proprieties are not observed. 

Section 2. A strict observance of all rules and regulations of the Vestry will be required of all visitors, who shall be deemed to have consented to the obligations contained in them by entering upon the Cemetery grounds. 

ARTICLE XII - Amendments and Waivers 

Section 1. The Vestry reserves the right, to adopt new rules and regulations, or to amend, alter or delete any portion without prior notice and all visitors shall be bound by such rules and regulations currently in force. 

Section 2. Any special waiver by the Vestry of anyone or more of the provisions of these rules and regulations shall not constitute a general waiver thereof. 
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