ROCK CREEK CEMETERY
MASTER PLANTING PLAN AND REGULATIONS
(Adopted January, 1994)
1. Backround: The Cemetery Master Planting Plan is referred to in Article IV (Grading and Planting) of the Rules and Regulations of the Cemetery, as amended on April 17,1991 (see below).  Changes to the Rules and the Plan must be approved by the Vestry of Rock Creek Parish or by the Board of Managers on behalf of the Vestry.
2. Purpose: The purpose of the Plan is to provide guidance and regulations regarding all plantings within the Cemetery, especially, but not solely, plantings by lot owners.  Such guidance and regulation is deemed necessary to maintain the overall appearance, beauty and development of the Cemetery.
3. Approval: The Rules and Regulations of the Cemetery require that all plantings in the Cemetery must be approved in advance by the Cemetery management.  Proposed planting plans should be presented in wríting to the Management of the Cemetery.  Standard planting plan forms are available upon request.  Generally plans which conform to these guidelines can be approved by Cemetery staff, but in some cases proposals may be referred to the Board of Managers for approval.
4. General Provisions: The following provisions apply to plantings on any buríal sites within the Cemetery:
A.
All plantings must be made within the memorialization area of buríal sites (the area where headstones are generally placed).  The memorialization area of each site generally measures three feet by two feet.
B.
Plantings may not extend beyond the borders of the site(s) owned, thereby encroaching upon adjoining sites or pathways.  The variety and species of shrubs and bushes must be chosen accordingly, which will generally mean a dwarf variety or species.
C.
Where a headstone has been píaced in the memorialization area, plantings may also be made in the memorialization area on either side of the headstone and in the 12 inch area in front of the headstone.  Plantings may not be made behind headstones.
D.
Plantings must be in keeping with other plant materials in the same general area of the Cemetery.
E.
Plantings may not be hazardous to maintenance workers or Cemetery visitors.  This will generally preclude plantings with thorns.
F.
Trees may not be planted without special permission, and generally not within gravesites.  Factors to be taken into account in approving the planting of trees will include, but not be limited to: (1) potential damage to root systems caused by future burials, (2) potential impact of trees on other plantings and on memorials, (3) potential requirements for additional grounds maintenance because of trees (i.e., falling leaves, fruit, nuts, etc.), and (4) maintenance arrangements made by owners for new trees (watering, mulching, fertilizing, etc.).

5.  Section-Specific Provisions:
A.
No plantings are permitted in (i) sections where memorialization is restricted to bronze markers (Sections 9,15,17) or (ii) sections otherwise designated as "No Plantings" sections (Sections 19,20, Ha, and the Cremation Garden of Section L)
B.
Sections specially designated for specific groups: Certain sections or portions of sections in the Cemeteiy have been specially designated for specific groups.  In some cases, the religious, cultural or other traditions of these groups include unique planting or other landscaping schemes.  The Cemetery management understands the importance of these traditions and takes them into account in approving planting and landscaping plans in these specifíc sections or portions of sectíons.  (Portions of Sections V, 3, 3a) 

C.  Estate Lots: Landscaping and planting plans for estate lots wíll be considered and approved on a case-by-case basis, ín keeping with the size and location of the lot(s).
*
6.  Exceptions: Exceptions to this plan may be granted on a case-by-case basis by íhe Board of Managers when they deem such exceptions to be in the best interests of the Cemetery.  Requests for, and approval of, exceptions must be made in wríting.  Questions should be referred to the Cemetery Office.
ARTICLE IV - Grading and Planting
(From the Cemetery’s Rules & Regulations adopted 4/17/91)
Section 1.  All varieties, species and maintenance techniques for existing and new plantings will conform to the Cemetery Master Planting Plan as approved by the Vestry.  Information concerning species, type and size, maintenance regimes and planting locations are specified by sections in the Master Pianting Plan.  The Cemetery may plant material in any part of the Cemetery as part of the Master Pianting Plan without prior approval by individual owners.  Copies of the Master Planting Plan will be available on request.
Section 2.  The Cemetery will remove all unsightly, damaged, diseased or plants not conforming to the Cemetery Master Planting Plan.  The Cemetery must approve all removal of plants by lot owners and will determine disposal or relocation of removed plant material to other Cemetery areas.  Owners may contract with the Cemetery for removal of unwanted plant material.  
Section 3.  Plans for new plantings must be approved by tbe Cemetery prior to instalation.  The Cemetery will not be responsible for any mower or machinery damage to planting not approved prior to instaliation.  Owners may contract with the Cemetery for design and/or installation of plant material.
Section 4.  If approved plant material is damaged during normal Cemetery operational or mamtenance procedures the Cemetery will be responsible for restoration or, if required, replacement.  Plant material damaged by individual owners maintenance regime will not be the responsibility of the Cemetery.
Section 5.  The Cemetery will mainíain all approved plantings ín accordance with the Master Planting Plan.  Owners may also provide theír own maintenance in accordance with the Master Planting Plan.
Section 6.  Potted plants, live bouquets or wreaths of freshly cut or dried piant material will be permitted at any time.  Flowers or wreaths delivered to the Cemetery by a commercial florist will be placed on the grave site for a small placement fee or planted on the site for an additional amount.  Flowers or wreaths delivered to the Cemetery by a commercial florist for a funeral will be taken to the grave site without fee.  Blooming plants or bulbs not planted or floral arrangements will be removed from the site by the Cemetery staff when they have passed theír prime,  Glass containers or any breakable containers or easels are permitted on the grass only at the time of interment.  
Section 7.  Artificial flowers are permitted between Thanksgiving and Presidents Day and may be removed by the Cemetery withouí prior notice at all other times.  The use of natural píant material for wreaths and arrangements is encouraged during the winter season.  
Section 8.  The grade of all areas of the Cemetery shall be determined by the Cemetery management.  The mounding of graves will not be permitted.
